
Mt.	  Big	  Sagebrush-‐Diverse	  
Understory	  

Mountain	  Loam	  STM	  

Mt.	  Big	  Sagebrush-‐	  
Wheatgrass	  Shrubland	  

T2	  

T2R	  

Dense	  or	  Eroding	  Mt.	  Big	  
Sagebrush-‐Shrubland	  

T3	  
T1	   T1R	  

Mt.	  Big	  Sagebrush-‐Diverse	  
Understory	  
1934	  lbs/acre	  

Species	  richness:	  41.4	  
Invasives:	  0%	  

Erosiveness:	  5.2	  
Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:	  .67	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .61	  

Mt.	  Big	  Sagebrush-‐	  
Wheatgrass	  
1215	  lbs/acre	  

Species	  richness:	  43.4	  
Invasives:	  0.6%	  
Erosiveness:	  7.1	  

Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:	  .75	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .64	  

Mt.	  Big	  Sagebrush-‐	  
Dense	  Understory	  

807	  lbs/acre	  
Species	  richness:	  38.2	  

Invasives:	  2.2%	  
Erosiveness:	  6.6	  

Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:	  .53	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .51	  

T1R	  T1	  

T3	  

T2	  

T2R	  
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Claypan	  STM	  

NaQve	  Alkali	  Sagebrush	  
Steppe	  

NaQve	  Grassland	  

Alkali	  Sagebrush-‐Western	  
Wheatgrass	  Shrubland	  

Eroding	  Alkali	  Sagebrush	  
Shrubland	  

T1	   T1R	  
T2	  

T2R	  

T3	  

T3R	  

T4	   T4R	  

T1	   T1R	  

T2	  

T2R	  

T3	  

T3R	  

T4	   T4R	  

Na@ve	  Alkali	  Sagebrush	  
Steppe	  

1192	  lbs/acre	  
Species	  richness:	  36.6	  

Invasives:	  0.7%	  
Erosiveness:	  8.5	  

Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:	  .47	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .26	  

Na@ve	  Grassland	  
960	  lbs/acre	  

Species	  richness:	  28.3	  
Invasives:	  0.5%	  
Erosiveness:	  8.0	  

Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:.24	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .11	  

Alkali	  Sagebrush-‐Western	  
Wheatgrass	  Shrubland	  

1039	  lbs/acre	  
Species	  richness:	  29.3	  

Invasives:	  0.8%	  
Erosiveness:	  4.6	  

Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:	  .41	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .27	  

Eroding	  Alkali	  Sagebrush	  
Shrubland	  
268	  lbs/acre	  

Species	  richness:	  34.7	  
Invasives:	  2.8%	  
Erosiveness:	  15.2	  

Sage	  Grouse	  habitat:	  .32	  
Mule	  Deer	  habitat:	  .1	  
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Mountain	  Loam	  TransiQons	  

T1: 	  ReducQon	  of	  the	  herbaceous	  understory,	  caused	  by	  heavy	  
	  (above	  NRCS-‐recommended)	  grazing	  and/or	  drought,	  
	  combined	  with	  lack	  of	  disturbance	  that	  reduces	  shrub	  
	  cover	  (fire,	  herbicide)	  

T1R: 	  Disturbance	  that	  reduces	  shrub	  cover	  (fire,	  herbicide)	  
	  combined	  with	  recovery	  of	  the	  herbaceous	  understory,	  
	  under	  lower	  grazing	  pressure	  and/or	  more	  precipitaQon	  

	  T2: 	  Moderate	  (NRCS	  recommended)	  grazing	  in	  we\er	  years	  
	  allows	  western	  wheatgrass	  to	  become	  dominant	  

T2: 	  Moderate	  (NRCS	  recommended)	  grazing	  in	  we\er	  years	  
	  allows	  western	  wheatgrass	  to	  become	  dominant	  

T2R: 	  Low	  grazing	  pressure	  combined	  with	  drought	  decrease	  
	  wheatgrass	  cover;	  also	  occurs	  under	  heavy	  (above	  NRCS-‐
	  recommended)	  grazing	  pressure	  

T3: 	  Heavy	  grazing	  (above	  NRCS	  recommended	  rates)	  causes	  
	  conQnued	  reducQon	  in	  wheatgrass	  cover	  and	  an	  increase	  
	  in	  shrub	  cover	  
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Fire	  and/or	  spraying	  reduces	  shrub	  cover,	  which	  
causes	  the	  transiQon	  to	  naQve	  grassland	  

Shrubs	  re-‐colonize	  over	  Qme	  (but	  this	  takes	  a	  
long	  Qme,	  especially	  for	  alkali	  sagebrush)	  

A	  combinaQon	  of	  high	  grazing	  pressure,	  
drought,	  and/or	  fire	  reduce	  herbaceous	  plant	  
cover,	  which	  triggers	  erosion	  on	  the	  site	  

A	  combinaQon	  of	  lower	  grazing	  pressure,	  
favorable	  precipitaQon,	  and/or	  lack	  of	  fire	  
increase	  herbaceous	  plant	  cover,	  reducing	  
erosion	  on	  the	  site	  

Moderate	  (NRCS	  recommended)	  grazing	  in	  
we\er	  years	  allows	  western	  wheatgrass	  to	  
become	  dominant	  	  

Low	  grazing	  pressure	  combined	  with	  drought	  
decrease	  wheatgrass	  cover;	  also	  occurs	  under	  
heavy	  (above	  NRCS-‐recommended)	  grazing	  
pressure	  

A	  combinaQon	  of	  high	  grazing	  pressure,	  
drought,	  and/or	  fire	  reduce	  wheatgrass	  cover,	  
which	  triggers	  erosion	  

A	  combinaQon	  of	  lower	  grazing	  pressure,	  
average	  precipitaQon,	  and/or	  lack	  of	  fire	  
increase	  wheatgrass	  cover,	  reducing	  erosion	  

T1:	  

T1R:	  

T2:	  

T2R:	  

T3:	  

T3R:	  

T4:	  

T4R:	  

Claypan	  TransiQons	  
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