
 

Tour Itinerary for 

SNOW LEOPARD PHOTOGRAPHY IN WESTERN 

MONGOLIA 

 

Tour dates: 15-26 February; 02-13 March;  

13-24 October; 02-13 November 

Developed by Wildlife Tours Mongolia 
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Background information: Mongolia is a vast country with a range of different natural 

habitats and ecosystems from the taiga forest to the Gobi desert. Country is mostly 

steppe, but boreal forests lie in the north, majestic Altai mountains in the west and and 

grassland steppe in the east and gobi desert stretching from the south east to the south 

west and north west. At 1,564,600 square kilometer area, over 3 million people live in 

Mongolia. About 40% of the entire population live in capital city of Ulaanbaatar. Many 

of the Mongolians still live in a nomadic lifestyle herding their livestock throughout the 

year. 

Mongolia is home to the second largest population of Snow Leopard in the world. Snow 

Leopard watching and photography tours are becoming more and more popular in 

Mongolia bacause there are higher chances to see and photograph this elusive cat at 

much lower altitudes like 2,000-3,000 meters. The winter months are better for the 

photographic trips as the leopards come down to lower altitudes due to scarcity of prey. 

The Siberian Ibex (Capra sibirica) and Mongolian Marmot (Marmota sibirica) are the main 

prey for Snow Leopard thougthout most of its range in Mongolia. Siberian Ibex and 

other large wild preys are not easy to catch, and the marmots hibernate in winter. Thus, 

they prefer to catch domestic animals, predominantly goats in winter. The Snow 

Leoprads take livestock while grazing as well as from the herders’campsites at night. 

This winter diet probably increases the chances of seeting this majestic animal in their 

natural habitats in Mongolia.  

Tour duration: 12 days 

Tour Price: $4,200 per person 

This includes all expenses such as vehicle rent and fuel, accommodations, food, national 

park fees in the country. The cost excludes international travels, excess luggage 

payment (domestic flights), laundry and beverages. 

Group size: 3-4 persons  

Tour Leader: Purevsuren Tsolmonjav (Puje), one of the leading bird/wildlife guides in 

Mongolia. He speaks fluent English. 

Vehicle: Toyota Land Cruisers (4WD), there will be some long drives on paved and dirt 

roads to reach the destinations. We consider that the comfort of our clients is very 

important so that a max of 3 passengers will sit in each car.  

Climate: Generally, It will be relatively cold during the tours in February and 

November (-20°C ~ 0°C) and a bit warmer in March and October (-10°C ~ +5°C). Snow 

storm can be expected at almost any time. 
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Accommodation: In Ulaanbaatar, we will stay in a modern hotel. Away from there we 

will stay in yurt camps (called as ger in Mongolia).  

Mammal list for the tour:  

1. Snow Leopard 

2. Saiga Antelope 

3. Przewalki’s Horse  

4. Siberian Wapiti  

5. Siberian Ibex  

6. Goitered Gazelle  

7. Mongolian Gazelle  

8. Tolai Hare  

9. Mongolian Gerbil  

10. Corsac Fox  

11. Red Fox  

12. Brandt’s Vole 

 

Snow Leopard Tour Route 
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Day 1. Ulaanbaatar (UB) – Terelj National Park 

We will welcome our clients and transfer to Terelj National Park. The Terelj National 

Park is considered one of the most scenic areas in Mongolia and is a short drive (60 km) 

outside of the capital. It's a rather mountainous area with a beautiful river, boreal 

forests and some interestingly shaped granite rocks. We will walk into the nearby 

boreal forests for watching forest birds.  

Accommodation: Terelj Lodge ger camp 

Day 2-9. Altai Mountains in search of Snow Leopard  

We will fly to western Mongolia. After landing at the local airport in Khovd town, we 

will transfer to our Snow Leopard site (~100 km) where we will stay in a ger camp 

operated by the local communities. We will spend a week in the Altai Mountains and 

adjacent semi-deserts in western Mongolia in search of elusive Snow Leopard, and 

other wildlife and birds such as Saiga Antelope, Siberian Ibex and Bearded Vulture. Our 

experienced local guides will help us spot the Snow Leopard and other wildlife during 

our stay. If we have time, we will visit some tree plantations in Khovd town and watch 

some birds such as Red-mantled Rosefinch, Great Rosefinch and Long-tailed Rosefinch.   

Key mammals: Snow Leopard, Saiga Antelope, Siberian Ibex, and Goitered Gazelle.   

Key birds: Altai Snowcock, Golden Eagle, Bearded Vulture, Cinereous Vulture, Pallas’s 

Sandgrouse, Brown Accentor, Little Owl, Meadow Bunting, Godlewski’s Bunting Great 

Rosefinch, Red-mantled Rosefinch and Long-tailed Rosefinch.  

Accommodation: Altai Mtn ger camp 
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A high Altai Mountain where we will look for elusive Snow Leopards 

 
Ger camp at the base of Altai Mountains 
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Snow Leopard photographs taken during our previous tours 

 

Day 10-12. Hustai National Park 

The Hustai National Park was established in 1992 to protect reintroduced wild horses 

also known as Przewalski’s horse. The park also supports a large number of Siberian 

Wapiti and Tarbagan Marmots. There are some Mongolian Gazelles on the southern 

steppe of the park. The park also provides important habitats for a range of bird species, 

especially raptors like vultures, eagles and falcons.  

Key birds: Golden Eagle, Saker Falcon, Daurian Partridge, Meadow Bunting, Small 

Snowfinch and Mongolian Lark.  

Accommodation: “Hustai” Ger camp 
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A group of Przewalski’s Horses in Hustai National Park 

 
Ger camp in Hustai National Park 
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