Grade 8 English
REMINDER:
· Write down the title of the passage as well as the date of the day, and make sure to answer with full sentences on your NOTEBOOK. 
· Look for the new words from the dictionary, and create 1 correct sentence.
· Notebooks will be taken once school starts. 
· Future grades will be determined by how you have completed your homework. So, MAKE SURE you do your homework!
First week.
Read the passage below and answer the questions. 
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Questions to answer.
1. Did Abraham Lincoln’s formal education affect him becoming a lawyer?
2. What led to his nomination for the presidency?
3. Why did the Civil War begin?
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]What was his main goal during his presidency?
5. What was the Emancipation Proclamation about?

New words.
1. Frontier
2. Legislature
3. Debate
4. Patriotism



























Second week
Read the passage below and answer the questions. 
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Questions to answer.
1. What does the color of a coyote’s coat depend on? Write examples.
2. How does the pack hunt?
3. Why do male pups leave the pack?
4. Why did the coyote’s range increase?
New words.
1. Predator
2. Prey
3. Adaptability
4. Eliminate
5. Extinction

Third week
Read the passage below and answer the questions. 
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Questions to answer.
1. According to the passage, when does the ground start to shake?
2. What other natural events cause earthquakes?
3. What are aftershocks?
4. How do scientists predict earthquakes?
New words.
1. Rupture
2. Estimate
3. Destruction
4. Predict
5. Nuclear



Fourth week
Read the passage below and answer the questions. 
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Questions to answer.
1. Why were Germany and Italy fighting together?
2. Why did Japan join Germany and Italy?
3. Why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor?
4. What led the USA to enter World War II?
New words.
1. Alliance
2. Invade
3. Interfere
4. Personnel
5. Declare
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The Attack on
Pearl Harbor

View of the attack on Pearl Harbor
from a Japanese aircraft. The row
of ships in the bottom center was
called “Battleship Row.” In this
picture, some of the ships have
already been hit by torpedoes and
are beginning to sink. The lines in
the water show the torpedo’s path.
The smoke in the background is
from another ship that has been hit.

A Japanese bomber
as it arrives at
Pearl Harbor

In 1941, many countries of the world were at war. In Europe,
Germany and Italy were fighting together to expand their
territories. Germany had already taken over many countries,
including the Netherlands, Poland, Denmark and France.
Germany had also been bombing Great Britain. The war in
Europe had spilled into Africa, with German and Italian troops
fighting British troops in North Africa.

Japan joined an alliance with Germany and Italy. This
alliance was called the Axis. Japan wanted to take control of
Southeast Asia and the South Pacific.

The U.S. had not joined the fighting, although it had loaned
ships and supplies to Great Britain. Many Americans wanted to
join the war to stop the Axis from taking over Europe and Asia.
Other Americans were against joining in a far away war that
did not concern the U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt wanted
to discourage Japan from invading countries in Asia. In early
1941, he moved the U.S. warships in the Pacific from San Diego,
California to Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Japan needed oil. The Dutch East Indies, which is now
Indonesia, had a large supply of oil. The Japanese government
decided to invade the Dutch East Indies in order to have an
oil supply. They also developed a plan to keep the U.S. from
interfering with the invasion.

On Sunday, December 7, 1941, over 350 Japanese war
planes from six aircraft carriers began bombing the U.S. ships
at Pearl Harbor. The surprise attack began at 7:48 a.m. The
attack was over in 90 minutes. Eight U.S. battleships had
been damaged. Four of the battleships had been sunk. Eleven
other ships, including cruisers and destroyers had been sunk or

damaged, and 300 U.S. planes had been destroyed or damaged.

Over 2,400 U.S. military personnel had been killed, mostly

on the USS Arizona, and 1,282 had been injured.

Congress declared war on Japan on December 8 and on

Germany and Italy on December 11. The U.S. had entered

World War II. In 1945, the U.S., Great Britain and their

allies won the war against Japan, Germany and Italy.
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Biography of Abraham Lincoln

of his birth, Kentucky was part of the western frontier of the U.S. His < ‘

father was a farmer and at one point was relatively wealthy. However,
when young Abraham was only 7 years old, his father lost his land. The
family moved to Indiana, where his mother died when he was 9. When he
was a young man, Abraham’s family moved to Illinois.

Abraham had little formal education growing up. He loved to read, so
he educated himself. In Illinois he studied law by reading law books. He
became a lawyer in 1837 in Springfield, Illinois.

Lincoln’s political career began early, and he served in the state Painting of
legislature and in the U.S. House of Representatives. Lincoln was a gifted Abraham Lincoln
speaker. He won national attention for his speeches against slavery during
several debates. This led to his nomination for the presidency, which he won in 1860.

President Lincoln’s election angered the Southern states and
seven of them announced they would leave the U.S. and form their
own government. In 1861, South Carolina troops fired artillery at Fort
Sumter, a U.S. military fort. This began the Civil War. The war would
be the central feature of Lincoln’s presidency.

Lincoln’s goal through the war was to reunite the North, known as
the Union, with the South, known as the Confederacy. As commander
in chief, he selected the Union generals to lead the Army. He issued
the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, which signaled freedom for
the slaves.

Lincoln was reelected in 1864. After four long years, the Union won
the Civil War in April 1865. Lincoln’s goal to reunite the country had
come true, but he would not live to see it. Just six days after the end of

A 1864 photograph  the war, on April 15, 1865, President Lincoln was killed by John Wilkes
of President Lincoln Booth. He was the first American president to be assassinated.
Abraham Lincoln is considered one of the greatest American
presidents. He calmly lead the country through the most difficult time in its history, the Civil War.
He is remembered today for his wisdom, his compassion and his patriotism.

Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809 in northern Kentucky. At the time
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The coyote is a relative of the dog, wolf and jackal. Like its relatives,
it is a predator and mostly eats other mammals. It will, however, eat a
wide variety of foods, including insects, fruits and vegetables.

Coyotes are found throughout most of North America, from Mexico
and Central America to Canada and Alaska. The color of its coat
depends on where it lives. Mountain coyotes are darker than those
living in the desert.

Like the wolf, coyotes live in groups, or packs. The pack is usually
smaller in number than a wolf pack. All members of the pack are
usually related. The pack will often divide into pairs to hunt.

Female coyotes have a litter of pups once a year. A litter has an
average of six pups. Over half of the pups will die before they reach
adulthood. Male pups usually leave the pack to find their own territory.
Female pups stay with the parent’s pack.

Wolves and coyotes compete for the same prey animals. Since the
coyote is smaller than the wolf, wolves will usually drive the coyote out
of any shared territory.

The coyote adapts easily to new areas. Unlike the buffalo or wolf,
the coyote’s range increased after human populations expanded across
the continent. For example, the coyote was not native to New England.
Once the New England settlers eliminated wolves, however, the coyote
moved in. Scientists who have studied the coyote believe it is better
than the wolf at living in human areas.

Coyotes are now found in most large urban areas. They find an
abundant supply of food in these areas, since coyotes are willing to eat
garbage, rodents and even small pets, such as cats. Scientists estimate
that as many as 2,000 coyotes may be living in the Chicago area.

Because of its adaptability, the coyote is not an endangered species,
or even a threatened species. It has been classified as “least concern,”
which means it has the lowest risk of extinction.

The coyote
communicates with
other coyotes by
howling or yipping.

A very young coyote pup
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Earthquakes: Movement of the Earth’s Crust

Earthquakes are the shaking and moving of the ground when
energy is released in waves. These waves are called seismic waves.
These waves are similar to ocean waves, which move through
water. Seismic waves, however, move through the ground.

Most earthquakes are caused by the movement of large sections
of the Earth’s crust, called plates. The place where two plates meet
is called a fault. Faults look like large cracks in the ground. If the

two plates move in different directions, they build up energy at the e N >
fault line. When enough energy builds up, the stress on the fault Earthquake damage in
becomes too great and it ruptures. This releases the energy and the Washington in 2001

ground starts to shake.

Earthquakes can also be caused by other natural events, such as landslides and volcanoes. Man-
made earthquakes happen because of nuclear testing and mining explosions.

The first movement of an earthquake, called the main shock, is often followed by smaller ground
trembles, called aftershocks. These aftershocks are the plates settling into their new position.
Aftershocks can continue for days after the main shock.

There are an estimated 500,000 earthquakes around the world
each year. Most are so mild they are only recorded on scientific
instruments. Only about 100,000 can be felt by humans. Of these,
only about 19 a year cause major damage.

Major earthquakes in populated areas can cause huge
destruction. Buildings collapse, roads and bridges buckle and crack,
and electrical and gas lines break and cause fires. If the earthquake
happens in the ocean, it makes a series of huge ocean waves called a
tsunami. The tsunami travels until it finally reaches land, where it

] Aerial view of the San Andreas
causes large flooding. ) ) fault in California
Scientists are searching for ways to predict earthquakes. They

study the historical patterns of earthquakes and monitor the movement of the plates with seismic
equipment. While they cannot predict an exact date of a future earthquake, they have a better
understanding of when earthquakes are more likely to happen.





