Grade 9 Vocabulary
REMINDER:
· Write down the title of the passage as well as the date of the day, and make sure to answer with full sentences on your NOTEBOOK. 
· Look for the new words from the dictionary, and create 1 correct sentence.
· Notebooks will be taken once school starts. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Future grades will be determined by how you have completed your homework. So, MAKE SURE you do your homework!
First week
Read the passage below, complete the exercises
[image: ]
Exercise 1.
In the passage, Douglass explains that slavery was humiliating. Find an example from the text that most clearly supports this idea.
New words:
1. Estate
2. Disposal
3. Valuation
4. Detestation
5. Conception
6. Apprehension




























Second week
Read the passage below, complete the exercises.
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Exercise 1. Find words from the passage that are closest in meaning to words below.
1st paragraph-
1. Extremely-
2. Damage-
3. Examine-
4. Infection-
5. Relax-
2nd paragraph-
1. Absurd-
2. Frighten-
3. Affection-
4. Continuously-
5. Eliminate- 
Exercise 2. In this short story, the narrator claims that the he isn’t insane. But how does Edgar Allan Poe use language, punctuation and structure in the opening paragraphs to show that the narrator is, in fact, insane? 








Third week
Read the passage below, complete the exercises.
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Exercise 1. Find words from the passage that are closest in meaning to words below.
1st paragraph-
1. Discrepancy
2. Crucial
3. Recommend
4. Communicate
2nd paragraph-
1. Plain-
2. Procedure
3. Mimicry
4. Encourage
5. Be without/not enough
3rd paragraph-
1. Achieve
2. Differentiate
3. Help
4. Spirit
Exercise 2.  In the text, Helen Keller claims that it is more difficult for hearing impaired children to learn to converse with others. Do you think her claim is correct? Does she give good reasons for her statements? Explain your answer.


























Fourth week
Read the passage below, complete the exercises.
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Exercise 1. Alexandra shares personal qualities with her grandfather. What are these qualities and how will they help the Bergson family survive after her father dies? Find text examples to support your ideas.
Exercise 2. Find out the meaning of the new words from the dictionary and write 1 correct sentence.
1. Considerable
2. Extravagance
3. Infatuation
4. Probity
5. Speculate
6. Foresight
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Analyzing O! Pioneers

Willa Cather’s 1910 novel, O! Pioneers, follows a Swedish family of farmers in Nebraska.
In this passage, John Bergson is dying and worries about what will become of his wife and
young children. Alexandra is the oldest Bergson child.

Alexandra, her father often said to himself, was like her grandfather; which was his

way of saying that she was intelligent. John Bergson’s father had been a shipbuilder, a
man of considerable force and of some fortune. Late in life he married a second time, a
Stockholm woman of questionable character, much younger than he, who goaded him into
every sort of extravagance. On the shipbuilder’s part, this marriage was an infatuation,
the despairing folly of a powerful man who cannot bear to grow old. In a few years his
unprincipled wife warped the probity of a lifetime. He speculated, lost his own fortune
and funds entrusted to him by poor seafaring men, and died disgraced, leaving his
children nothing. But when all was said, he had come up from the sea himself, had built
up a proud little business with no capital but his own skill and foresight, and had proved
himself a man. In his daughter, John Bergson recognized the strength of will, and the
simple direct way of thinking things out, that had characterized his father in his better
days. He would much rather, of course, have seen this likeness in one of his sons, but it
was not a question of choice. As he lay there day after day he had to accept the situation
as it was, and to be thankful that there was one among his children to whom he could
entrust the future of his family and the possibilities of his hard-won land.
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Finding Text Evidence

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) was born into slavery in Maryland.
As an adult, he escaped into freedom. He became a writer, orator and
advocate for the abolition of slavery. In 1845, 16 years before the start
of the Civil War, Douglass published his autobiography, Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave. In this passage
from Chapter VIII, Douglass is a 10 year old slave.

In a very short time after I went to live at Baltimore, my old master’s youngest son
Richard died; and in about three years and six months after his death, my old master,
Captain Anthony, died, leaving only his son, Andrew, and daughter, Lucretia, to share his
estate. He died while on a visit to see his daughter at Hillsborough. Cut off thus unexpect-
edly, he left no will as to the disposal of his property. It was therefore necessary to have
a valuation of the property, that it might be equally divided between Mrs. Lucretia and
Master Andrew. I was immediately sent for, to be valued with the other property. Here
again my feelings rose up in detestation of slavery. I had now a new conception of my
degraded condition. Prior to this, I had become, if not insensible to my lot, at least partly
so. I left Baltimore with a young heart overborne with sadness, and a soul full of apprehen-
sion. I took passage with Captain Rowe, in the schooner Wild Cat, and, after a sail of about
twenty-four hours, I found myself near the place of my birth. I had now been absent from
it almost, if not quite, five years. I, however, remembered the place very well. I was only
about five years old when I left it, to go and live with my old master on Colonel Lloyd’s
plantation; so that I was now between ten and eleven years old.

We were all ranked together at the valuation. Men and women, old and young, married
and single, were ranked with horses, sheep, and swine. There were horses and men, cattle
and women, pigs and children, all holding the same rank in the scale of being, and were all
subjected to the same narrow examination. Silvery-headed age and sprightly youth, maids
and matrons, had to undergo the same indelicate inspection. At this moment, I saw more
clearly than ever the brutalizing effects of slavery upon both slave and slaveholder.
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Edgar Allan Poe wrote “The Tell-Tale Heart” in 1843. It is one of his most famous short stories.
Below are the opening paragraphs of the story.

TRUE! - nervous - very, very dreadfully nervous I had been and am; but why will you say that
T am mad? The disease had sharpened my senses - not destroyed - not dulled them. Above all was
the sense of hearing acute. I heard all things in the heaven and in the earth. I heard many things
in hell. How, then, am I mad? Hearken! and observe how healthily - how calmly I can tell you the
whole story.

It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my brain; but once conceived, it haunted me
day and night. Object there was none. Passion there was none. I loved the old man. He had never
wronged me. He had never given me insult. For his gold T had no desire. I think it was his eye!
yes, it was this! He had the eye of a vulture - a pale blue eye, with a film over it. Whenever it fell
upon me, my blood ran cold; and so by degrees - very gradually - I made up my mind to take the
life of the old man, and thus rid myself of the eye forever.
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Evaluating Text: Helen Keller’'s My Life

Helen Keller was born in Alabama in 1880. When she was less than 2 years old, she
became very ill. While she recovered from her illness, she lost her eyesight and hearing.
When Helen was 7, her parents hired a teacher for her. The teacher, Annie Sullivan, was
able to bring Helen out of her dark, silent world by teaching her sign language. Helen
would feel each sign with her fingers to determine the meaning. Helen Keller would go on to
be a writer, lecturer and activist. Below is a passage from Chapter XI of her autobiography,

My Life, published in 1903.

rom the beginning of my education Miss

Sullivan made it a practice to speak to
me as she would speak to any hearing child;
the only difference was that she spelled the
sentences into my hand instead of speaking
them. If I did not know the words and
idioms necessary to express my thoughts
she supplied them, even suggesting
conversation when I was unable to keep up
my end of the dialogue.

This process was continued for several
years; for the deaf child does not learn in
a month, or even in two or three years, the
numberless idioms and expressions used
in the simplest daily intercourse. The little
hearing child learns these from constant
repetition and imitation. The conversation
he hears in his home stimulates his
mind and suggests topics and calls forth
the spontaneous expression of his own
thoughts. This natural exchange of ideas

is denied to the deaf child. My teacher,
realizing this, determined to supply the
kinds of stimulus I lacked. This she did by
repeating to me as far as possible, verbatim,
what she heard, and by showing me how I
could take part in the conversation. But it
was a long time before I ventured to take
the initiative, and still longer before I could
find something appropriate to say at the
right time.

The deaf and the blind find it very
difficult to acquire the amenities of
conversation. How much more this difficulty
must be augmented in the case of those
who are both deaf and blind! They cannot
distinguish the tone of the voice or, without
assistance, go up and down the gamut
of tones that give significance to words;
nor can they watch the expression of the
speaker’s face, and a look is often the very
soul of what one says.





